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In the 1990s and early 2000s, it was a common sight to see churches being dismantled to be replaced with 

brand new structures in Kerala. Most of these churches belonged to the Catholic Church, specifically the Syro-Malabar 

rite, forming a sizeable chunk of the Christian population in the State. The ostensible reason for these large-scale 

demolitions was the space constraints in the age-old structures, but a more immediate reason was the kind of money 

coming in as donations and charity from the laity, growing prosperous on the back of a spike in prices of rubber among 

other cash crops. Towns with sizeable Catholic population in Kottayam district such as Pala and Kanjirappally would see a 

huge offtake of the newly-launched cars back then. The era of prosperity, however, was short-lived as the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-India free trade agreement and other factors caused the prices of rubber and other 

cash crops to nosedive. 

 

A turning point 

With the community’s collective bargaining power on the wane, its focus gradually shifted to the Muslim 

community’s newfound affluence on the back of West Asian remittances. The seeds of mistrust threatening to rip apart 

the social fabric of Kerala today were sown about a decade ago. There were allusions to ‘Love-Jihad’ from the clergy even 

then, but it remained confined to catechism classes or drawing room conversations. The assault, in 2010, on Professor 

T.J. Joseph, whose palms were chopped off by Popular Front of India (PFI) extremists proved to be a seminal event, 

despite the Church going on the defensive and even victimising the professor in its aftermath. The fallout of this incident 

was contained by the swift intervention of civil society; yet, in hindsight, this was probably the point when Islamophobia 

began to take root among Christians in Central Travancore. The Assembly election in 2011 saw the Congress-led United 

Democratic Front (UDF) coming back to power but it also saw the eclipsing of the Church-backed Kerala Congress by the 

Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) in the power structure — contributing to the churning. 

 

Political change, world events 

When the Narendra Modi-led Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power in New Delhi in 2014, the Sangh 

Parivar saw an opportunity in closing ranks with the Christian community to reverse its electoral fortunes in Kerala. By 

2016, as the Islamic State (IS) gained prominence, 21 Keralites — some Christian and Hindu converts among them — who 

had gone missing were traced to the terrorist outfit, sparking further anxiety within the Church. A spate of anti-Muslim 

propaganda began to circulate within Christian family networks and social media groups around that period. 

A stray remark of State police chief T.P. Senkumar, who would later join the BJP, of Muslim ‘live births’ 
overtaking Hindus in the State, laced with communal overtones, and the connection of the Popular Front of India (PFI)-

backed ‘Sathya Sarani’ to the case of Akhila alias Hadiya, a young Hindu woman who converted to Islam and married a 

Muslim youth, further queered the pitch. This phase saw a gradual increase in engagement between Christian bishops 

and BJP leaders in the Centre, facilitated by Minister of State K.J. Alphons. Those days it was assumed that the Church 

was cosying up to the BJP only to protect its interests in the wake of the central government’s crackdown on non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) over the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA). 

 

Gradual mainstreaming 

The growing Islamophobia among the Catholics which was limited to the realms of social media got 

mainstreamed around the 2019 Easter bombings in Sri Lanka, sparking off a hate-campaign against Muslims. People who 

were otherwise reticent to speak in sectarian lines were emboldened by the clergy who were beginning to speak like 

community leaders rather than spiritual figures. There were growing concerns over the Muslim community in Kerala 

being collectively classified as Other Backward Classes (OBC) and coming under specific minority scholarship schemes. 

The onset of COVID-19 led to people participating in Holy Mass online which essentially meant that what was 

limited to a church gathering was now open to everyone’s scrutiny. The Syro-Malabar Church-backed Shekinah TV 

became the go-to platform for the laity but regular content on such channels was often rabble-rousing. The Old 

Testament was being quoted more regularly in churches and given more emphasis than the gospel, a reflection of 

conservatism. 

 

Communal polemic 

An article on the reopening of the historic Hagia Sophia in Turkey as a mosque by the Congress-ally IUML’s Syed 

Sadiq Ali Shihab Thangal in the party mouthpiece, Chandrika, on the eve of the Kerala local body elections as well as the 

IUML’s decision to have an electoral understanding with the Jamaat-e-Islami caused a furore and saw a major Christian 

vote shift away from the UDF to the Left Front. In fact, the Communist Party of India (Marxist) very effectively utilised 

the situation to its advantage by feeding off the insecurities of the Church in central Travancore while playing up the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act in Malabar to secure Muslim votes. The Assembly election that followed saw the 
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communal polemic in full swing, but it was the Left Front rather than the BJP which benefitted once again from the 

Christian-Muslim divide. 

Of late, the Church and a section of the laity have been quick to latch on to any development abroad, including 

the march of the Taliban in Afghanistan, but they inexplicably kept mum on the institutional murder of Stan Swamy. The 

Church’s steady engagement with the Sangh Parivar was driven home by a meeting of Ram Madhav with Bishop 

Emeritus Mathew Arackal recently. 

A couple of months ago, the Pala diocese headed by Joseph Kallarangatt issued a circular announcing financial 

support and other benefits for Christian couples with five or more children in a bid to encourage larger families. The 

move was reflective of the Church’s concerns over the dwindling numbers of the community as a proportion of the total 

population of the State as well as in absolute numbers. An unwieldy controversy over the naming of a film — Eesho 

(Jesus) — helmed by a Muslim as late as last month indicated the level of mistrust prevalent between both communities. 

 

Not much traction 

The sweeping ‘narcotic-jihad’ remark of Bishop Kallarangatt during his service at a church in Kuravilangad in 

Kottayam district on September 9 proved to be the last straw. That a theologian of Bishop Kallarangatt’s standing would 

resort to such language was difficult to comprehend but it is instructive of the kind of radical turn the Syro-Malabar 

Church has taken lately. Nonetheless it is significant that Bishop Kallarangatt did not get the backing of the Malankara 

and Latin Catholic rites. It is also telling that the fellow Saint Thomas Churches — Mar Thoma, Jacobite and Orthodox 

factions — and the protestant Church of South India Church have come out openly against the remark. While the 

Congress and the CPI(M) disapproved of the remark, a State BJP office-bearer wrote to Home Minister Amit Shah seeking 

‘protection’ for the Pala bishop, seeking to make the most of it. 

There have been demands that Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan intervene to diffuse the situation rather 

than play safe but it is unclear how the simmering discontent within the Christian community could be addressed in the 

long term. The suspicion and distrust prevailing between the Syro-Malabar Church and Muslims would take more than a 

patch-up to heal and would probably require a Pope Francis-like figure to initiate reconciliation. 

 

 dismantle (verb) – remove, demolish, take down, 

destroy (something). 

 belong to (verb) – be a member of, be affiliated to, be 

associated with, be connected to, be linked to. 

 rite (noun) – ceremony, ritual, observance. 

 sizeable (adjective) – substantial, considerable, 

significant. 

 chunk of (noun) – a significant amount of. 

 ostensible (adjective) – apparent, seeming, alleged, 

purported. 

 demolition (noun) – destruction, knocking down, 

pulling down, bulldozing. 

 constraint (noun) – restriction, limitation, restraint. 

 age-old (adjective) – traditional, long-established, 

long-standing, historic. 

 laity (noun) – churchgoers, loyal members, 

parishioners, faithful followers, adherents; ordinary 

people. 

 on the back of (phrase) – as a result of, after, 

subsequent to. 

 spike (noun) – a sharp rise/increase of something. 

 cash crop (noun) – an agricultural crop which is grown 

to sell for profit; (e.g. coffee, sugarcane, cotton, 

rubber & etc.). 

 offtake (noun) – purchase of goods (by an agreement 

entered between a producer and a buyer to buy/sell a 

certain amount of the future production of 

goods/products). 

 prosperity (noun) – success, welfare, comfort, 

security, well-being, fortune. 

 short-lived (adjective) – brief, short, short-term, 

temporary, transitory. 

 free trade (noun) – a policy to eliminate 

barriers/limits/regulations against imports and 

exports. 

 free trade agreement (FTA) (noun) – a treaty/pact 

between two or more countries to facilitate trade and 

eliminate trade barriers. 

 nosedive (verb) – drop, sink, plunge, go down, decline. 

 collective (adjective) – combined, united/joint, 

cooperative (by all people as a group). 

 bargaining power (noun) – the relative ability of 

parties in a situation to exert influence over each 

other. 

 on the wane (phrase) – decreasing, diminishing, 

contracting, declining. 

 affluence (noun) – wealth, prosperity, fortune, 

richness, luxury, plenty.  

 remittance (noun) – money sent home by migrants. 

 rip apart (phrasal verb) – to destroy something 

completely. 

 allusion (noun) – reference, remark, mention, citation. 

 clergy (noun) – priest, clergymen, father, pastor. 

 catechism (noun) – system of belief, set of principles. 

 drawing room (modifier) – elegant, light-hearted, 

lightweight/gentle. 

 assault (noun) – attack, offensive, onslaught. 
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 chop off (phrasal verb) – remove, take off. 

 extremist (noun) – fanatic, radical, militant, 

fundamentalist, hardliner, dogmatist. 

 seminal (adjective) – influential, major, important. 

 defensive (adjective) – defending, safeguarding, 

protecting, protective. 

 on the defensive (phrase) – in a state of  

preparedness to defend/protect oneself against 

assault. 

 victimise (verb) – punish unfairly, harass, torment. 

 aftermath (noun) – consequences, after-effects, 

repercussions; end result, outcome. 

 fallout (noun) – adverse results/consequence; after-

effects, repercussions. 

 swift (adjective) – prompt, rapid, quick, sudden, 

immediate. 

 intervention (noun) – the process of intervening in 

something; involvement, interference. 

 hindsight (noun) – understanding/realizing a 

situation/event only after it has occurred. 

 probably (adverb) – most likely, in all likelihood, all 

things considered, perhaps. 

 islamophobia (noun) – the fear, hatred of, or 

prejudice against, the Islamic religion or Muslims 

generally, especially when seen as a geopolitical force. 

 take root (phrase) – become established.  

 eclipse (verb) – outshine, overshadow, surpass, 

exceed, excel. 

 churning (noun) – disturbance, disquiet, unrest, 

restlessness, agitation. 

 close ranks (phrase) – join/come together in order to 

support/uphold common interests. 

 reverse (verb) – revoke, repeal, cancel, annul, nullify. 

 fortunes (noun) – circumstances, state of affairs, 

condition. 

 prominence (noun) – importance, influence, weight. 

 outfit (noun) – group. 

 spate (noun) – series, flurry; a large number of 

something (taking place at the same period). 

 propaganda (noun) – the (deliberate & systemic) 

spreading of information (facts, ideas, rumours or lies) 

to influence public opinion. 

 stray (adjective) – casual, random. 

 live birth (noun) – a birth at which a child is born alive. 

 overtake (verb) – better, exceed, surpass, 

overshadow, eclipse, outshine. 

 (be) laced with (verb) – infuse, blend, mix in, 

strengthen. 

 overtones (noun) – connotation, hidden 

meaning/implication, association. 

 queer (verb) – spoil, damage, impair. 

 queer someone’s pitch/queer the pitch (phrase) – to 

spoil something that someone had planned to do (in 

order to achieve something). 

 bishop (noun) – a senior member of the Christian 

clergy.   

 cosy up to (phrasal verb) – try to be friendly to 

someone, usually with the intention of getting some 

benefit. 

 interest (noun) – common concern, especially in 

politics. 

 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of, in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of. 

 crackdown (noun) – getting tough, severe/stern 

measures, restriction, suppression/repression, 

clampdown. 

 crack down on (phrasal verb) – get tough on, take 

severe measures against, clamp down on. 

 Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) (noun) – 

It regulates the acceptance and utilisation of foreign 

contribution by individuals, associations and 

companies. 

 mainstream (verb) – accept or recognize something 

(certain beliefs/ideas/activities) as normal or typical 

by most people. 

 realm (noun) – area, field, domain (of activity). 

 spark off (verb) – give rise to, cause, lead to, bring on. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which seeks to 

influence the decision making progress within a 

specific group. 

 reticent (adjective) – reserved, introverted, 

restrained, uncommunicative/close-lipped. 

 sectarian (adjective) – dogmatic, partisan, fanatical, 

bigoted, narrow-minded. 

 line (noun) – way, manner, method. 

 embolden (verb) – encourage, motivate; strengthen, 

fortify. 

 come under (phrasal verb) – be subjected to. 

 onset (noun) – start, beginning, arrival. 

 scrutiny (noun) – examination, inspection, 

investigation. 

 rabble-rousing (adjective) – inflammatory, 

provocative, subversive, treacherous, dangerous. 

 old-testament (noun) – the first part of the Christian 

Bible. 

 emphasis (noun) – importance, significance; priority, 

insistence. 

 gospel (noun) – Christian teaching, Christ’s teaching, 

the life of Christ. 

 reflection (noun) – opinion, thought, view, 

assessment. 

 conservatism (noun) – (political) views/opinions that 

support free enterprise, private ownership, and 

socially traditional ideas. 

 polemic (noun) – argumentation, argument/dispute, 

disputation. 

 Hagia Sophia (noun) – it means “holy wisdom,” is a 

domed monument originally built as a cathedral in 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (25
th

-NOVEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

Constantinople (now Istanbul, Turkey) in the sixth 

century A.D. 

 mouthpiece (noun) – a person/newspaper that only 

conveys a particular party/organisation’s opinions; 

spokesperson, propagandist, voice. 

 on the eve of (phrase) – a period or day before an 

important event. 

 furore (noun) – commotion, outcry uproar, agitation. 

 feed off (phrasal verb) – to gain strength, energy, or 

support from something. 

 insecurity (noun) – vulnerability, defencelessness, 

unguardedness, lack of protection,  

 play up (phrasal verb) – emphasize, lay emphasis on,  

accentuate, bring attention to, underline, underscore, 

highlight. 

 Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) (noun) – The 

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks to grant 

citizenship to religious minorities of Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, and Bangladesh, who had to flee their 

homeland facing persecution. The six minority groups 

that have been specifically identified are Hindus, Jains, 

Sikhs, Buddhists, Christians, and Parsis. 

 in full swing (phrase) – at the highest level of activity. 

 of late (phrase) – recently, lately, in recent times. 

 latch on to (phrasal verb) – understand, comprehend, 

apprehend, grasp (the meaning of something). 

 march (noun) – progress, advance; procession. 

 inexplicably (adverb) – in a way something can not be 

accountable/explainable/understandable. 

 keep mum (phrase) – silent, quiet, mute. 

 institutional (adjective) – structured, organized, 

prescribed, systematic, systematized, methodical. 

 drive (something) home (phrase) – make someone 

realize, make someone understand, make someone 

aware of; draw attention to, underline, highlight, 

emphasize. 

 bid (noun) – attempt, effort, endeavour/try. 

 reflective (adjective) – thoughtful. 

 dwindling (adjective) – diminishing, reducing, 

decreasing. 

 proportion (noun) – ratio. 

 unwieldy (adjective) – cumbersome, unmanageable, 

badly organized (administration/government system). 

 helm (verb) – manage, administer, direct, control. 

 prevalent (adjective) – widespread, common, general. 

 traction (noun) – popularity, acceptance; purchase, 

grip. 

 sweeping (adjective) – comprehensive, all-inclusive, 

all-embracing, far-reaching; decisive, thorough, 

unconditional. 

 narcotic (adjective) – relating to narcotics/illegal 

drugs. 

 narcotic-jihad (noun) – a method of destroying the 

lives of non-Muslims, especially youth, by making 

them addicted to drugs. 

 service (noun) – ceremony, ritual, rite, observance. 

 the last (or final) straw (phrase) – it means the last 

thing or event that caused the total collapse. When 

repeated problems/issues aren’t getting better, then 

the smallest thing happens, people finally lose their 

composure and explode. 

 theologian (noun) – someone who is learned or 

experienced in theology. 

 standing (noun) – reputation, status, position, social 

position. 

 resort to (verb) – use, utilize, turn to, have recourse 

to. 

 comprehend (verb) – understand, realize, fathom. 

 radical (adjective) – extremist, fanatical, diehard. 

 backing (noun) – support, help, assistance; approval, 

commendation, endorsement. 

 nonetheless (adverb) – notwithstanding, nevertheless, 

in spite of that/however. 

 telling (adjective) – striking, strong, significant, 

important. 

 orthodox (adjective) – Relating to the Orthodox 

Church. 

 faction (noun) – group, section, division (within a 

larger group). 

 come out against (phrase) – oppose 

someone/something publicly. 

 disapprove (verb) – reject, refuse, dismiss, rule out. 

 office-bearer (noun) – official/officer; a person who 

holds a position of authority/responsibility in an 

organisation. 

 make the most of (phrase) – to get the full 

benefit/advantage (from something). 

 play safe (phrase) – avoid risks/dangers and be careful 

in dealing with something. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 in the long term (phrase) – over a long period of time; 

in the future. 

 suspicion (noun) – misgiving, doubt/qualm, distrust, 

scepticism. 

 distrust (noun) – mistrust, suspicion, lack of trust. 

 patch-up (noun) – reconciliation, reuniting, reunion, 

resolving, settlement. 

 heal (verb) – alleviate, assuage, relieve, ease, lessen, 

mitigate. 

 reconciliation (noun) – restoration of friendly 

relations, restoration of harmony, agreement, 

compromise, understanding, peace, an end to 

hostilities. 
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